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MINING ACT 1978 — REVIEW OF ACT AS AMENDED BY MINING AMENDMENT ACT 2004 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.04 pm]: In 
accordance with section 163 of the Mining Act 1978, I will today table a report on the review of the operation 
and effectiveness of that act as amended by the Mining Amendment Act 2004. The amendments came into effect 
in February 2006 and a review was required to be undertaken five years after the amendment act received royal 
assent on 3 November 2004. I can report that the review has been completed by the Department of Mines and 
Petroleum and included consultation with peak mining industry groups through the Mining Industry Liaison 
Committee as well as a two-month public comment period.  

The changes introduced by the amendment act have had a profound impact on the operation of mining legislation 
in this state. This can be as seen by the relatively few further amendments now proposed arising from the review, 
which suggests that there has been broad acceptance of the changes by the mining industry and those who deal 
with the Mining Act 1978 generally. The features introduced by the 2006 amendments include an ability to 
revert from a mining lease application back to an exploratory title. This has removed a large backlog of lease 
applications while promoting exploration following the grant of new licences emanating from the scheme. A 
mining lease may now be applied for only where a resource has been established by exploration. Previously, 
thousands of lease applications were being received in circumstances where only continued exploration was the 
intention rather than productive mining. To offset the higher threshold now required to apply for a mining lease, 
the terms of licences have been increased so that more time can be given to establishing a resource. Similarly, 
the decision point for the compulsory partial surrender of an exploration licence has been pushed out to allow 
further exploration to occur before relinquishing ground; and the practice and procedure in the Warden’s Court 
have been significantly improved.  

I now table the report, which will be made available on the Department of Mines and Petroleum’s website.  

[See paper 2335.] 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer.  
 


